WEST MICHIGAN METROPOLITIAN TRANSPORTATION PLANNING PROGRAM (WESTPLAN) POLICY COMMITTEE MEETING

MEETING MINUTES
December 15, 2010   

West Michigan Shoreline Regional Development Commission

Muskegon, Michigan

I. CALL TO ORDER

Chairperson Anderson called the meeting to order at 1:35 p.m.  
II. ATTENDANCE

A. Members Present

Tom Anderson, City of North Muskegon (Chairperson)
Edd Whalen, City of Whitehall (Vice-Chairperson)
Kay Beecham, City of Norton Shores

Rod Buikema, City of Roosevelt Park
Elmer Hoyle, Ravenna Township
Jack Kennedy, Muskegon County Road Commission

Dal McBurrows, MDOT – Lansing

Robert Monetza, Harbor Transit 
Tom Palarz, Ottawa County Road Commission
Clara Shepherd, City of Muskegon

Leon Stille, Crockery Township
William Watson, City of Muskegon Heights

B. Members Not Present
Roger Bergman, City of Grand Haven(excused)
Sarah VanBuren, FHWA (Non-Voting) (excused)
Bill Gill, Muskegon County Commissioner

Chris Hall, Dalton Township

Ryan Kelly, Village of Spring Lake 

Jeffery Stille, City of Ferrysburg 

Charles Nash, County of Muskegon (MATS) 
C. Others Present

Dan Shepard. Little River Band of Ottawa Indians
D. Staff Present

Amy Haack, WMSRDC

Joel Fitzpatrick, WMSRDC

Brian Mulnix, WMSRDC

III. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES (OCTOBER 20, 2010) - A motion was made to accept the minutes from the October meeting.  Motion carried. m/s Whalen/Buikema     

IV. CHAIRPERSON'S REPORT – The chairperson commented on the recent rail forum which WMSRDC partnered on.    

V. UNIFORM WORK PROGRAM AMENDMENT -   Brian Mulnix spoke on the need to amend the Uniform Work Program.    There is a previously obligated but unspent balance of $54,507.42 of federal money for the Air Quality program.   If local match is necessary it will be in the amount of $13,626.91.

A motion was made to approve the change to WMSRDC’s Areawide Air Quality Program.  Motion carried. m/s Monetza/Whalen     

VI. REPORT ON MDOT 5 YEAR TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM – Mr. Steve Redmond gave a presentation on MDOT’s 5-year transportation plan. 
VII. REPORT ON LONG RANGE PLAN UPDATE - Mr. Joel Fitzpatrick gave an update on the progress of the Long Range Plan update.  Mr. Fitzpatrick noted that multiple chapters had been completed and that staff was awaiting the Air Quality runs from MDOT.  
VIII. REPORT ON AIR QUALITY PLANNING – Ms. Amy Haack gave a brief presentation regarding air quality in the Muskegon MPO.  She informed the committee of pending national regulations regarding lowering the national air quality standard. Ms. Haack also briefed the committee on public involvement opportunities and outreach activities regarding MPO activities. 
IX. REPORT ON ASSET MANAGEMENT PROGRAM AND REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION PLANNING – Mr. Joel Fitzpatrick presented on the Rwgional Transportation Program and the Asset Management program.  Mr. Fitzpatrick noted that all of the Federal Aid road data collection had been completed in November.  In addition, WMSRDC staff completed local road ratings for the City of Muskegon, the City of Roosevelt Park, and the City of Muskegon Heights, the City of Whitehall, and the City of Montague.    

X. MPO ROUNDTABLE – 
· Ms. Clara Shepherd spoke about the meeting she had just returned from in Denver as a member of the Citizen’s Advisory Council on environmental issues. 
· Mr. Tom Anderson spoke on the importance of rail.  
· Mr. Dal McBurrows noted that there were a number of MDOT retirements but that at this time there was no information on who would be filling in for thiose positions. 

XI. OLD BUSINESS  - No old business was discussed.  
XII. PUBLIC COMMENT 
· Mr. Leon Stille asked whether the issue o f a bicycle path for the M-231 bridge had been brought up at the last Technical Committee meeting.  Mr. Steve Redmond stated that it had but that no one had made any motions regarding securing funding. 

· Mr. Dan Shepard from the little River Band of Ottawa Indians noted that the tribe had just adopted their 5-year plan for transportation improvements.  
XIII. ADJOURNMENT  - 
Meeting was adjourned at 2:07 p.m.[image: image1.png]












