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WHO WE ARE
The mission of the West Michigan Shoreline Regional 
Development Commission is to promote and foster regional 
development in West Michigan through cooperation amongst 
local governments.  

WMSRDC is designated by federal, state, and local governments 
as a regional planning and development agency serving 
the West Michigan counties of Lake, Mason, Muskegon, 
Newaygo, and Oceana.  WMSRDC operates programs in 
economic development, transportation, homeland security, 
environmental planning, community development, information 
& communications, etc.

A twenty-one member board comprised of local elected and 
appointed o�cials directs agency policy and has �nal authority 
over its activities.
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INFORMATION 

WMSRDC gave both its website and newsletter 
full make overs in 2009.  The WMSRDC website 
(wmsrdc.org) was totally redesigned and 
revamped.  In addition to downloadable 
documents and program information, the 
demographic portion of the website has been 
enhanced and made more user friendly.  The 
WMSRDC newsletter is also newly redesigned. 
The newsletter continues to be published 
bimonthly and includes updates and information 
on WMSRDC’s projects and programs.  The 
newsletter is available from the WMSRDC 
website and is also mailed to a large and diverse 
mailing list.  WMSRDC also began a presence on 
Facebook, a global social/marketing network.

Through the Federal Project Review System, 
WMSRDC continued to review federal/state 
grant assistance applications to coincide with 
local and regional goals and policies.

WMSRDC annually hosts a series of regional 
forums.  Topics of this year’s forums included the 
American Recovery & Reinvestment Act and a 
transportation access management workshop. 
More forums are being planned for 2010.

SPOTLIGHT ON ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
We live in a global economy. There have been paradigm shifts in the pattern of growth 
and development around the globe. This new era of global competition calls for a 
restructuring of our economy and education system, as well as recognition that large 
multi-state mega regions will be the primary building blocks for promoting and 
fostering economic development. These mega regions contain large metropolitan 
areas, as well as small rural communities, which support each other in unique ways. It 
is important that we adapt to this new environment to remain competitive and viable. 
Linked together by unique resources, strengths and challenges, the Great Lakes states, 
generally comprised of Michigan, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Wisconsin and Minnesota is 
a mega region.

It is proposed that regional councils in the Great Lakes states, in recognition of 
these paradigm changes, adapt to the new environment and organize themselves 
as a new Great Lakes Association of Regional Councils (Great Lakes Region). The 
commonality of interests amongst regional councils within this association will make 
it more conducive for joint training and networking, advocacy at the federal level 
for Great Lakes states’ issues, marketing and promotion for economic development, 
preservation of the Great Lakes as a vital natural resource, as well as a vehicle for 
addressing other challenges and opportunities that may arise or be identified.  The 
Great Lakes Region will be a model for retooling, redesign, and modernization of our 
economy.

Note:  Sandeep Dey, WMSRDC Executive Director, is leading an effort, in collaboration with 

colleagues in the Great Lakes states, to establish this Great Lakes Region.  

MESSAGE
History will record 2009 as a landmark year for WMSRDC. The Regional 
Commission was awarded the largest federal grant since it was 
established in 1970, for $10 million, for the Muskegon Lake Marine 
and Habitat Restoration Project. WMSRDC also looks forward to 
celebrating its 40th anniversary in June 2010. Other highlights are: 

•	 Successful management and administration of the regional 
homeland security program.

•	 Successful completion, in conjunction with the Michigan 
Association of Regions (MAR), of a project titled “Strengthening 
the Role of Regional Councils/Economic Development Districts in 
the New Global Economy”.

•	 Establishment, under WMSRDC leadership, of the Great Lakes 
Association of Regional Councils (Great Lakes Region), to promote 
and foster regional cooperation and collaboration in the Great 
Lakes Region. 

•	 Continued work on the Blueways and Greenways Project.
•	 Implementation of over $4 million in transportation improvements.
 
Please review the annual report and the many accomplishments of 
the past year.  Thank you to the many partners for their assistance and 
support. WMSRDC remains committed to leading our communities 
and region into the 21st century and the many challenges and 
opportunities of the new global economy.

James Rynberg, Chairperson		                 Sandeep Dey,		
Mayor, City of Fremont			                  Executive Director

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

WMSRDC assisted local governments in 
identifying seventeen regionally significant 
economic and community development 
projects through the 2009 Comprehensive 
Economic Development Strategy (CEDS) 
process.  WMSRDC also began the development 
of the 2010 CEDS. WMSRDC is the Economic 
Development District for the five county area as 
designated by the U.S. Department of Commerce 
Economic Development Administration (EDA).

WMSRDC assisted Lake and Mason Counties 
with identifying potential projects to be funded 
with federal disaster relief monies due to heavy 
flooding in the spring of 2008. In addition, 
WMSRDC is working with regional partners on 
the development of a Regional Entrepreneurial 
Community Training Academy.

At the request of local governments, WMSRDC 
prepared and submitted an  American Recovery 
& Reinvestment Act (ARRA) list of potential 
projects to state and federal entities.  This list 
included over five hundred projects submitted 
by local governments.  WMSRDC also held a 
regional forum on this topic.



HOMELAND SECURITY

The Region 6 Homeland Security 
Planning Board (HSPB) and WMSRDC 
completed the first regional Homeland 
Security Grant Program, involving $3.6 
million in homeland security funds. 
A second grant of over $3 million is 
currently being administered and a third 
grant of over $3.7 million is in the works.

Important homeland security activities in 
the areas of regional planning, training, 
exercises, equipment purchases, law 
enforcement and others have been 
implemented through this grant. Several 
training courses and opportunities were 
also coordinated for the HSGB by 
WMSRDC in 2009.

WMSRDC is responsible for the 
management and administration of the 
program and is the designated fiduciary 
for the (HSGB).  The Region 6 HSGB 
consists of Clare, Ionia, Isabella, Kent, 
Lake, Mason, Mecosta, Montcalm, 
Muskegon, Newaygo, Oceana, Osceola, 
and Ottawa Counties.

TRANSPORTATION 

WMSRDC administers an ongoing 
transportation planning program to assist 
local governments in the Muskegon and 
Northern Ottawa County area to receive 
federal and state transportation funds. 
Through this process, twenty-two projects 
were approved for over $4 million of 
funding through the American Recovery & 
Reinvestment Act (ARRA). These projects 
are in addition to the regular annual 
program of projects funded through federal 
transportation legislation.

The Transportation Improvement Program  
(TIP) for Fiscal Years 2011-2014 is being 
developed by WMSRDC. The TIP is an 
outline of the area’s transportation needs 
and is set to include approximately $40 
million in transportation funding.

WMSRDC collected surface condition data 
for state and local roads through local and 
state funding. WMSRDC also assisted in 
the updating of socio-economic data to 
be used in the state-wide transportation 
modelling for air quality, congestion etc.



COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

WMSRDC assisted the North Central 
Muskegon County Joint Planning 
Commission (JPC) in educating local 
leaders regarding intergovernmental 
cooperation and other JPC efforts across the 
State of Michigan. The JPC consists of the 
townships of Blue Lake, Dalton, Fruitland, 
Laketon, and Muskegon.

WMSRDC completed work with Newfield 
Township and Otto Township, both in 
Oceana County, in development of their 
master plans.  

WMSRDC assisted the U.S. Census Bureau 
with boundary updates to be used in the 
2010 Census.

Throughout 2009, WMSRDC continued to 
assist the Muskegon Area-wide Plan (MAP) 
in hosting quarterly county-wide planning 
commission meetings.  The Muskegon 
County Blueways & Greenways Plan (being 
developed by WMSRDC and partners), 
economic development grant opportunities, 
and the Great Lakes Regional Initiative 
highlighted this year’s series. 

ENVIRONMENTAL PLANNING

In 2009 WMSRDC, in partnership with the Great Lakes Commission and 
the Muskegon Lake Watershed Partnership, was awarded a $10 million 
fish and wildlife habitat restoration grant from the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) under the American Recovery & 
Reinvestment Act. This NOAA award is the second largest in the United 
States.  

This project will not only improve habitat for fish and wildlife, but also 
create jobs and provide a boost to the local economy. In  2009 WMSRDC 
awarded a contract to JFNew to provide engineering design and 
construction management services for eight of the ten restoration sites.

Partnering with the West Michigan Clean Air Coalition, WMSRDC 
expanded the Ozone Action Program to become the Clean Air Action 
Program.  The program will now announce Action Days when ground 
level ozone, fine particulate matter, or both, are expected to reach or 
exceed the “unhealthy for sensitive groups” threshold on the air quality 
index. 




